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really no more
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Or is there another answer?

During an experiment with
hypnosis, a psychologist, John

eacon, stumbles upon the
repressed memories of a student’s
encounter with a UFO. The dis-
covery triggers a series of strange
and frightening events as Deacon
probes the enigma of UFOs and
gradually grows convinced that it is
possible to invoke and consciously
control the phenomenon. Mean-
while, the student, Michael
Peacocke, meets a bizarre and per-
suasive visitor from a star system
eighteen light-years away who
explains that U-F-O spells danger
for the human race . . . But is every-
thing as it seems? What is the truth
about the miracle visitors?

It is somewhat surprising to
find a novelist of Ian Watson’s
calibre basing a fiction around such
a sensitive subject as Ufology: UFO
hunters have done much to bring sf
— and, perhaps more seriously, all

the sciences to do with the possible
existence of extraterrestrial intelli-
gences — into disrepute and it is
difficult to think of many sf novels
of stature that have dealt intelli-
gently with the subject. However,
as with his previous novel, Alien
Embassy (see Backlist), Watson
makes sure that Miracle Visitors is
no hack reworking of tired themes:
he constantly keeps you on the
jump, quietly luring you into
thinking ‘So that’s what it’s all
about’, before precipitating you
into a new set of circumstances that
make you realize that all your
previous deductions have been false.
Miracle Visitors is a novel glittering
with ideas and one can only wish
that Steven Spielberg had read it:
then perhaps Close Encounters
would really have been as good as
its trailers claimed. 239pp
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Martin Harry Greenberg and Joseph D Olander

Some of the greatest science fiction writers have
been intrigued by the possibilities of the short
short story. Condensing a story into three or
four pages can be a mighty challenge, everything
has to be eliminated but the point and the point
must be delivered like a bare needle fired from

Short Short Stories

sy |[SAAC ASIMOV

One Hundred Great Science Fiction a blowgun; a needle that can tickle or sting and

leave it’s effect buried within you for a long

time. Short short stories are crisp, clever and

frequently dependant on a surprise twist at the
end. Here are 100 from sf masters like [saac
Asimov, Larry Niven, Roger Zelazny, Robert
Sheckley, Damon Knight, Fred Pohl, Fritz
Leiber, Ben Bova, Bob Shaw .. . the list just
goes on and on.
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The Nebula Award — a cube of lucite and rock-
crystal — is awarded every year by the Science
Fiction Writers of America for the best novel,
novella, novelette, and short story. The Nebula
winners are chosen from literally hundreds of
nominated stories and therefore they are

NEBULA
WINNERS
TWELVE

remarkable for their quality and as examples of
what sf is today. This twelfth collection of
Nebula winners, introduced by Gordon R
Dickson, contains the Best Short Story — 4
Crowd of Shadows by Charles L Grant; Best
Novelette — The Bicentennial Man by Isaac
Asimov; Best Novella — Houston, Houston, Do
You Read by James Tiptree Jnr. Plus runners-
up Joe Haldeman, John Varley and Thomas F
Monteleone, and two non-fiction pieces by
Algis Budrys and James Gunn.
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